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Bi g Republican election sweep
wi || nmean new House bosses

House Republicans who are likely
candi dates for inportant outdoor chair-
manshi ps next year are, right now, natu-
rally hesitant to assert their anbitions
for those posts.

But Rep. M ke Sinpson (R-1daho),
for one, sounds like he is willing to
assune the chai rmanshi p of the House
subcommittee on Interior appropriations.
He is currently ranking Republican on
the subconmittee.

“I'f 1 have the opportunity to
chair the Interior Appropriations Sub-
conmittee, | will continue to |ook for
ways to ensure that we can nmanage our
nation’s public lands as efficiently as
possible,” Sinpson told us in a state-
nent .

He warned of |ean budgets ahead.
“I'n recent years, Congress has spent far
too much noney, and getting our budget
back into the black will require us to

make difficult decisions that will im
pact all agencies,” said Sinpson
Ranki ng House Natural Resources

Conmittee Republican Doc Hastings (R-
Wash.) said Novenber 3 he “is seeking”
to beconme committee chairman. He prom
ised to cut spending and to provide
access to public lands. As a priority
he cited “ensuring that public |ands are
actually open to the public.”

The specul ati on about who will

whi ch subconmittees and conmittees
is of course generated by the big Repub-
I'ican House sweep in the Novenber 2

el ections. By one count the Republi -
cans will have close to a 60-vote margin
in the House next year. The Denocrats
managed to retain control of the Senate,
al beit barely.

chair

Specul ation also is ranpant about
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what a Republican House will nean
policy-wise. There is in fact a consen-
sus that a Republican House can only go
so far, with a Denpcratic Senate and a
veto pen in the hand of President Cbhana.

The House may affect policy nore
t hrough adversarial hearings and inves-
tigations than new | egislation. As
Hastings prom sed, “the Conmittee wll
provi de much needed oversi ght of the
Gbanma Admini stration’s policies that
have | argely gone unchecked for nearly

two years.” Hastings said adm nistra-
tion plans, or alleged plans, to desig-
nate national nmonunments will cone under

particularly close scrutiny.

Environnental ists are feeling a
chill. Said David Al berswerth, who
handl es public | ands policy for The
W derness Soci ety, “There has been a
history in the dinton admnistration
when the GOP took over the House, that
Republ i cans | aunched politically-noti-
vated hearings. They nmay be tenpted to
do that again.”

Even so, Al berswerth said environ-
nentalists will try to find ways to
cooperate with Republicans on protective
| egislation. “W’re convinced we can
work with Denocrats and Republican on
public lands bills,” he said. “W have
in the past. . . Qur hope is we can find
opportunities for protective |ands
bills.”

Luke Popovich, vice president of
external conmuni cations for the Nationa
M ni ng Associ ation, said a Republican
majority in the House nmay have to be
cautious about reining in environnental
regul ati ons because of possible back-

[ ash. “Wen the Bush adninistration
cane in it rolled back environnental
protections, as justified as they were,
and was criticized,” he said. “The new
Congress will need to be sensitive to
the charge they are cutting back on

envi ronnental protections.”

The House is not the only place on
Capitol Hi Il where the el ection brought
about change. The 23-nenber Senate
Energy Committee will get a major do-
over, even under Denobcratic control wth
Sen. Jeff Binganan (D-N.M) continuing
as chairman.

That’ s because on the Denocratic
side Sens. Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.) and
Birch Bayh (D-1nd.) did not for run
reel ection and Sen. Bl anche Lincoln (D
Ark.) was defeated. On the Republican
side the party rejected the bids for
reel ection of Sens. Lisa Mirkowski (R-
Al aska) and Bob Bennett (R-Utah), al-

t hough Mur kowski may have been reel ected
as a wite-in candidate in Al aska. Fi-
nally, Sen. JimBunning (R-Ky.) did not
run for reelection

Here is a recap of the House and
Senate conmittee situation:

HOUSE | NTERI OR: Rep. Nick Joe
Rahall (D-WVa.) currently chairs the
subcommittee and Hastings is the ranking
Republican. At the next |evel Rep. Radl
Gijalva (D-Ariz.) chairs the subconmt-
tee on National Parks, Forests and Pub-
lic Lands, and will presumably swtch
pl aces with Rep. Rob Bishop (R-Utah),

t he ranki ng Republican

Hastings and Bi shop are pol ar
opposites of Rahall and Gijalva on nost
out door policies, with Hastings and
Bi shop favoring notorized uses and
Rahal | favoring greater protection

HOUSE APPROPRI ATI ONS: Rep. Jim
Moran (D-Va.), an easterner, just took
over earlier this year as Interior sub-
committee chairman and has witten only
one spending bill, a fiscal year 2011
nmeasure that his panel approved July 22
The nmeasure has not noved since.
Si npson and Moran cooperated closely on
t he devel opnent of the bill.

Sai d Si npson, “As Ranki ng Menber,
I"ve had a good relationship with the
subcommi ttee chairnen, and as we | ook
for ways to help agencies do nore with
less funding, | will - as | have al ways
done - work with subcomm ttee nenbers on
both sides of the aisle to craft the
best bill we can within reasonabl e bud-
get constraints.”

SENATE ENERGY: Bi nganman is ex-
pected to continue as chairman. It is
not clear who will becone the ranking
Republ i can but Sen. John Barrasso (R-

Idaho) is a likely candidate. Conpli -
cating things the current ranking Repub-
I'ican, Murkowski, ran as an independent
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and apparently defeated the Republican
candi date, Joe Mller. It remains to be
seen (1) if she joins up with Senate
Republicans and (2) if Senate Republi -
cans provide her with any power.

Sen. Mark Udall (D-Colo.) is ex-
pected to continue as chairnman of the
Senat e subconmittee on National Parks
with Sen. Richard Burr (R N.C.) as rank-
ing Republican. Sen. Ron Wden (D-Oe.)
chairs the subcomittee on Public Lands
and Forests and Barrasso serves as rank-
i ng Republican.

SENATE APPROPRI ATI ONS: Sen. Di anne
Feinstein (D-Calif.) is expected to
continue as chair of the Interior and
rel ated agencies subcommittee with Sen
Lamar Al exander (R-Tenn.) as the ranking
Republ i can.

California voters reject
state parks rescue fund

California voters Novenber 2 re-
soundingly rejected a ballot neasure
designed to bail out both the troubled
state park systemand state wildlife
refuges. The vote was 58 percent
agai nst to 42 percent for, or 3,984,478
agai nst and only 2,903,416 for.

Proposition 21 called for an $18
fee on 28 mllion registered vehicles in
the state. It would have applied the
$500 million per year collected fromthe
fee to state agencies via a trust fund.

Supporters of the coalition that
sponsored the resolution said it not
only woul d have kept state parks open
but woul d al so have attacked a $1 bil -

[ ion nmai ntenance backlog in the parks.
Budget probl ens have threatened to cl ose
many California state parks for the | ast
t hree years.

Said the proponents, “California’ s
state parks receive nore than 80 mllion
visits fromresidents and tourists every
year, supporting tens of thousands of
jobs and generating billions in business
and tax revenues fro nearby communities
and our state. By keeping parks open
Prop. 21 preserves very inportant jobs
and revenues.”

Backi ng the proposition were the
California Travel Industry, |ocal cham
bers of commerce, the California State
Par ks Foundation, teachers and conserva-
tionists.

Qpposing the initiative was a
coalition of anti-tax groups and conser-
vatives. They asked in a joint state-
ment, “Wiile state parks are a wonderfu
resource, is this really the tinme to pay
nmore for parks while schools, universi-
ties and road conservation are ignored.”

Their position paper adds, “Prop
21 offers no solutions or reforns. It
only offers a higher car tax with no
guarantee that state park funding wll
actual ly increase.”

Conplicating the job for propo-
nents Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R)
came to power seven years ago by decl ar-
ing war on state vehicle registration
f ees.

According to Proposition 21 the
money fromthe car registration fee
woul d have been allocated to a trust
fund to be used “solely to operate,
mai ntain and repair state parks and to
protect wildlife and natural resources.”

O the $500 million collected
annual |y, 85 percent, or $425 nillion
woul d have been allocated to the Cali-
forni a Departnent of Parks and Recre-
ation. O that $425 million, about $20
m | lion would have been used to nmanage
and restore urban river parkways

The $75 million not going to state
par ks woul d have been all ocated as fol -
| ows: seven percent, or approxinately
$35 million per year, to nanage and
operate wildlife refuges; four percent,
or $20 mllion, to the Ccean Protection

Council for marine protection; two per-
cent, or $10 million per year, to state
conservanci es; and two percent, or $10

mllion per year, for a WIldlife Conser-
vation Board. One percent would be
al l ocated to administration.

The revenue woul d have repl aced
the $130 million the state governnent
now appropriates for state parks out of
general revenues. So state parks in
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California will continue to be dependent

on annual appropriations fromthe |egis-
ature, at a tine when the state is al
but broke.

The revenues fromthe fees would
al so have elinmnated entrance fees to
park units for the 28 mllion vehicles
that pay the vehicle registration fee.
Qut-of-state visitors who wi shed to
visit one of California s fabled state
beaches woul d still have had to pay fees
of up to $15 for adm ssion

Proponents said Proposition 21
woul d have saved the state $200 million
in revenues (counting both appropria-
tions and fees) that are now used to
operate the park system And they say
Proposition 21 woul d have provided “at
least” $250 nmillion nore for deferred
mai nt enance and new par ki ng.

California s budget problens first
threatened the park systemin 2008, when
48 parks were proposed for closure, only
to be rescued by | ast-ninute conpro-
mses. In 2009 the state proposed to
cl ose 220 of the state’'s 278 parks un-
til, again, a l|ast-mnute budget conpro-
nm se saved the day. This year the state
had proposed to close or reduce hours in
60 parKks.

The nati onwi de state budget prob-
lens and their inpact on state parks are
drawi ng national attention. The Na-
tional Trust for Hi storic Preservation
| ast nonth put state parks at the top of
its annual 11 nost endangered historic
places list. The trust included al
state parks in the designation. Al the

ot her 10 endangered places were specific
sites.
Feds, including Park Service,

struggle in first AGO draft

Al t hough advocates of the Nationa
Park System are asking the Cbama adm n-
istration for help for the parks in an
upcom ng report on Anerica’ s Great Qut-

doors, that nay not happen.
By all indications an initial 35-
page draft report prepared by admnis-

tration officials last nonth didn't
nmention the words the National Park
Service. Top NPS officials were report-
edly “incredul ous” and “rattled” by the
adm nistration’s apparent |ack of inter-
est in pronoting the National Park Sys-
temas it approaches its Centennial in
2016.

A second draft is reportedly not
much nore favorable to the parks than
the first draft. A third draft is re-
portedly in preparation.

The Park Service would not comment
on the pendi ng recomendations. “W
don’t comment on draft reports,” said
NPS spokesman Dave Barna. “W're work-
ing hard on our input and trying to get
our issues in the report.”

W1l Shafroth, deputy assistant
secretary of Interior for Fish and WId-
life and Parks, didn't return our calls.
He is the political point nan on AGO
issues in the Interior Departnent.

Presi dent Obana ki cked off the
Anerica’'s Great Qutdoors initiative at a
Whi t e House conference April 16 and
ordered his cabinet heads to go out into
Anerica and report back to himby Novem
ber 15 on content.

bama | aid out four goals for the
initiative report, to be fashi oned under
the |l ead of Council on Environmental
Quality Chair Nancy Sutley. He sug-
gested four substantive strategies: (1)
build on efforts outside the beltway,
(2) help property owners protect prop-
erty, (3) help get young peopl e outdoors
and (4) build “a new generation of com
muni ty and urban parks.”

The AGO gane plan called for six
task forces of federal officials, in-
cluding one on recreation, to wite
drafts of recommendations. Final recom
mendat i ons are supposed to be delivered
to the Wiite House by the Council on
Envi ronnmental Quality by Novenber 15

Several factors nmay be contribut-
ing to the alleged |lowballing of the
Park Service and other federal |and
managenent agenci es, beginning with
nmoney, according to several sources.
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Sai d one outdoors insider who has
been tracking the witing of the AGO

report, “lIt’'s hard to carry out a fed-
eral | ands agenda when you are cutting
back on spending. | think the report

will call for full funding of the Land

and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) but
the adm nistration will want to tap into
LWCF for many other things.” |Indeed the
Bush admini stration established the
precedent by using LWCF for endangered
speci es protection and ot her purposes.

The bi g budget cuts may al so nean
that the appropriations gravy train that
has provided the Park Service and ot her
federal |and managenent agencies wth
nore noney the last two years has |eft
the station. And it may be a long tine
bef ore anot her one comes down the track
Federal |and nanagers are | ooking at
appropriations at |east two percent
snal ler in the out-years.

Second, nore than |likely an ongo-
i ng controversy over an alleged adm nis-
tration plot to designate nore than a
dozen national nonunents on federa
| ands wi t hout consulting with Congress
has scared the adm nistration away from
an enphasis on federal |and protections.
In that controversy House Natural Re-
sources Conmittee Republicans obtained
an internal Interior Departnent nmeno
earlier this year that identified 14
possi bl e new nati onal nmonunents on Bu-
reau of Land Managenent | and al one.

Third, there is also an inplica-
tion that the Park Service is being de-
enphasi zed because the Departnent of
Agriculture is in charge of witing the
recreation conponent of the AGO report.

Al so reportedly at risk in the
recreation report of AGOis a proposa
to guarantee the state side of LWCF with
at |least 40 percent of the total annua
appropriation. Assunmng that LWCF re-
ceived full funding of $900 mllion
that woul d amount to $360 nmillion per
year.

Despite the down-playing of NPS in
the draft AGO reports, the AGO website
indicates it has received nore conmments
on increased funding for the nationa
parks than any other issue, presunably

supportive, followed by protection of
wildlife corridors in national parks.

In addition the National Parks
Conservation Associ ati on (NPCA) pub-
lished a report of its own recently that
identifies the recreation benefits the
nati onal parks play in the country. The
advocacy group assenbled its reconmenda-
tions based on the input offered to AGO
in a couple dozen |istening sessions
around t he country.

The undated report, National Parks
Belong at the Heart of America’s Great
Outdoors, says the parks play six essen-
tial recreation roles in the country:
(1) provide an opportunity for healthy
exercise, (2) anchor |arge |andscapes,
(3) stinulate the econony, (4) provide
nore recreational opportunities, if the
system were expanded, (5) help conmuni -
ties manage recreational facilities and
(6) provide classroons to educate Aneri -
cans about the outdoors.

The NPCA report is available at
the association’s website, http://

www.npca.org.

Not every program and every entity
i s being downplayed in the AGO draft
reports. The recreation draft suppos-
edly will enphasize outdoor activities
on private lands and will call for a
nore active role for nonprofit groups on
all | ands.

NPS CENTENNI AL: In a rel ated de-
vel opnent involving the Park Service as
it approaches its Centennial in 2016, we
have obtai ned a summary of discussions
hel d | ast week between NPS officials and
menbers of institutions interested in
pronoting the national parks. The work-
ing group - the Park Service Foundation
NPCA, and concessioners — reportedly
agreed with NPS | eaders that for the
i medi ate future the Park Service and
allied institutions should concentrate
on the base.

“There was unani nous agr eenent
that although we do want to reach out to
those not now benefiting from parks, an
i medi ate goal should be to activate our
base, luring themback for nore visits
and hel ping them be nentors and anbassa-
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dors to expand park visitation,” said
t he sunmary.

The wor ki ng group al so reconmended
that the institutions should set spe-
cific goals for the parks. “The cam
pai gn needs key netrics — neasurabl e
goals,” said the sumary. O “And we found
unity anong our group around ideas that
we should dramatically increase the
percent age of Anericans having park
experi ences annually - and around the
i dea that every Anmerican child needs to
spend a full day or spend a night in a
nati onal park by age 12.” 0O

The institutions plan to stay in
touch by phone and neet in January.

Hal f - dozen par ks are anong
omi bus | ands bill candi dates

The Park Service announced Cctober
22 the official designation of the 393"
unit of the National Park System - the
Ri ver Raisin National Battlefield Park
in Monroe, Mch

The desi gnation rai sed hopes in
the breasts of park supporters that
River Raisin will not be the |ast park
approved by Congress this year. The
House and Senate are toying with the
i dea of assenbling nore than 100 i ndi -
vidual lands bills in an omibus bil
during the | anme-duck session of Congress
begi nni ng Novenber 15.

The River Raisin National Battle-
field Park was itself included in the
| ast huge ommibus bill (PL 111-11 of
March 30, 2099.)

NPS supporters have their eye on a
hal f-dozen bills to designate new na-
tional park units that could be w apped
into a new ommi bus | ands bil |
And perhaps twi ce that nunber in expan-
sion bills. To get on board the train a
specific bill nust have been at | east
passed by now by either the Senate En-
ergy Conmittee or the House Natural
Resources Conmittee.

“l could see some kind of ommi bus,
per haps as part of some |arger |egisla-
tive package,” said Ron Tipton, senior

vice president of prograns for the Na-
tional Parks Conservation Association
(NPCA.) “1 could even see some very |ow
cost bills with bipartisan support nov-
ing on their own.”

NPCA has assenbled a list of 15
new park bills and expansion bills that
have begun to nove in either the House
or Senate and are therefore candi dates
for an omibus bill.

Ti pton argues, “W have had so
little expansion of the National Parks
Systemthe last 10 years. Hardly any
| ands have been added to the system”

The River Raisin site in M chigan
conmenorates the River Raisin battle of
the War of 1812 when British troops
allied with Native Americans routed the
Anerican forces. Mich of the upper
M dwest and Canada were put at risk as a
result of the battle until American
troops rallied nine nonths |ater.

Anong t he possi bl e candi dates for
an omibus bill:

GETTYSBURG EXPANSI ON: S 3159, HR
4395. House approved March 19. Senate
hearing held May 19. O the many expan-
sion bills this Gettysburg neasure is
particularly noteworthy. It would add
the Gettysburg Railroad Station to
Gettysburg National Mlitary Park and
woul d add a 45-acre tract south of the
battlefield to the park. Sens. Arlen
Specter (D) and Robert B. Casey (D) and
Rep. Todd Russell Platts (R-Pa.) intro-
duced the |egislation.

REVOLUTI ONARY WAR AND WAR OF 1812:
HR 1694, S 1168. The House approved
this bill on April 21, 2009, that would
authorize up to $10 nmillion per year to
acquire nore Revolutionary War battl e-
fields and up to $10 million per year to
acquire nore War of 1812 battlefields.
The Senate Energy Committee approved the
bill on March 2. Sen. Charles Schuner
(D-N.Y.) and Rep. Rush Holt (D-N.J.) are
the | ead sponsors.

FI RST STATE NATI ONAL HI STORI CAL
PARK: HR 3893, S 1801. Senate Energy
Conmittee hearing May 19. Sens. Thonmas
Carper (D-Del.) and Edward Kaufnman (D
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Del.) introduced this bill to establish ity, soit is in trouble. It could

a National Park Systemunit in their still conme up again under regular proce-
state of Delaware. Rep. Mke Castle (R dures that require a sinple mgjority.
Del.) introduced a counterpart bill. Rep. John Larson (D Conn.) introduced
Del aware, the first state to vote to the House bill that woul d honor the

join the union, is also the only state
without a unit of the National Park
System Carper and Kaufnman woul d change
that by designating a First State Na-
tional Hi storical Park. The park would
i nclude historical sites, such as an
area in Dover where |ocal officials
decided to ratify the U S. Constitution

VALLES CALDERA: S 3542. The Sen-
ate Energy Conmittee approved this |eg-
islation fromconm ttee chairman Jeff
Bi nganan (D-N.M) August 5. It would
transfer the Valles Caldera Preserve in
New Mexico fromthe Forest Service to
the Park Service. The Congressional
Budget O fice reported Septenber 10 the
| egi slation would cost $16 million over
the next five years, but said the trans-
fer would not violate Congress’s “pay-
as-you-go” rul es because the extra nopney
woul d presunably be taken out of exist-

i ng appropriations. Congress designated
the preserve on 88,900 acres of Santa Fe
National Forest land in 2000.

WACO MAMMOTH NATI ONAL MONUMENT: HR
1376, S 625. The House approved this
bill July 27, 2009, that would include
in the National Park Systema site that
i ncl udes renai ns of mamoths i n Waco,
Texas. The Senate Energy Committee held
a hearing July 15, 2009. Sen. John
Cornyn (R-Texas) introduced S 625 and
Rep. Chet Edwards (R-Texas) introduced
HR 1376.

LONGFELLOW HOUSE- WASHI NGTON' S
HEADQUARTERS NATI ONAL HI STORI C SITE: HR
6203, S 1405. The Senate approved this
bill introduced by the |ate Sen. Edward
Kennedy on May 7. The House has not
acted on its bill introduced by Rep.

M chael Capuano (D-Mass.) The bill
woul d desi gnate the Longfell ow House in
Canbri dge, Mass., as a national historic
site.

COLTSVI LLE NATI ONAL HI STORI CAL
PARK: HR 5131, S 3291. The House Sep-
tenber 22 refused to approve this bil
under a suspension of the rules proce-
dure that requires a two-thirds major-

| egacies of Colt Firearns and the Colt
Famly. Sen. Chris Dodd (D Conn.) in-
troduced the Senate bill which was given
a hearing Septenber 29 by the Senate
Energy Committ ee.

Roads-r el at ed out door
to get new H |l

pol i cy
supervisors

Unl ess the Denocratic Congress
unexpectedly passes a nmulti-year highway
bill in an upcom ng | ame-duck session, a
whol e new cast of Republican House nmem
bers will be in charge of the |egisla-
tion next year.

More than likely the big Republi -
can House sweep in the Novenber 2 el ec-
tions will put Rep. John Mca (R-Fla.)
in the chairman’s seat in the House
Transportation Committee. That will
likely shift the focus in the next high-
way bill to basic road construction, and
away fromtrail construction in trans-
portation enhancenents and livability
progr ans.

“The biggest liability is trans-
portation enhancenents,” said one | obby-
i st who knows Mca well. “Under Mca
you may see a del egation of authority to
states to spend that noney as they w sh,
as on roads and mass transit. Mca is
connected to the traditional guys.”

An aide to Mca said that while
his boss has traditionally supported
transportati on enhancenents, he al so has
supported flexibility for states. “In
the past M. M ca has supported enhance-
ment projects, and allow ng states the
flexibility to use a percentage of their
hi ghway funding on transportation en-
hancenent -type projects if they choose
to,” said the staff nenber.

If Mca takes over the House
Transportation Committee, it is not
cl ear who woul d become ranki ng Denocr at .
The current chairman, Janes Oberstar (D
M nn.), was defeated in the Novenber 2
el ecti on.
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Next in line for the chairmanship tation bill with a strong livability

of the House subcommittee on Hi ghways concept. On Septenber 6 the President

and Transit is John J. Duncan (R-Tenn.) boosted his proposal for an up-front $50

He woul d take over fromcurrent chairman billion infusion into transportation

Peter DeFazio (D-Oe.)
In the Senate, where Denocrats
still hold a majority, the chair of the

Senat e Environnment and Public Wrks
Conmittee, Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.),
will presumably retain that position
save for a nmjor Senate reorganization

Thi s past summer Boxer said her
plan for a nmulti-year surface transpor-
tation bill would be based on a bill the
House subconmittee on Hi ghways and Tran-
sit approved June 24, 2009. That nea-
sure woul d spend $500 billion on high-
ways and nmass transit with a narked
enphasi s on outdoor prograns.

The subcommittee bill would extend
for six years such outdoor prograns as
transportati on enhancenents, recre-

ational trails, scenic byways, federa
and I ndian | and roads, and Safe Routes
to School

Al t hough M ca proni sed austerity,
he did say he would work for a new roads
bill. “Arong ny top legislative priori-
ties will be passing a |long-term federal
hi ghways and transit reauthorization, a
| ong- overdue Federal Aviation Admnis-
tration reauthorization, a new water
resources neasure, and a | ong-term Coast
Guard reauthorization,” he said.

At stake in particular next year
will be a livability program nuch | oved
by the Cbana adm nistration that com
bi nes housing, road construction, trails
and | and use pl anning to nake comuni -
ties nore |ivable.

The Departnent of Housing and
Ur ban Devel opnent kicked off the liv-
ability canpai gn Cctober 14 by awardi ng
al nost $100 million in grants. HUD said
that one kind of grants will be allo-
cated for regional planning where such
pl anni ng does not now exist. A second
category of grants will help inplenent
exi sting prograns.

The OGbama admi ni stration has re-
cently prodded Congress in the |ane-duck
session to nove a new surface transpor-

prograns i nmmedi ately, as a down paynent
on a $500 billion bill

(bama boosted the livability con-
cept by saying the $50 billion would be
used for “investments in areas |ike
safety, environmental sustainability,
econom ¢ conpetitiveness, and livability
— hel ping to build conmunities where
peopl e have choi ces about how to travel
i ncluding options that reduce oil con-
sunption, |ower greenhouse gas em s-
sions, and expand access to job opportu-
nities and housing that’'s affordable.”

Gbama woul d reportedly pay the $50
billion fromtaxes on the oil and gas
industry. Longer-term neither the
adm ni stration nor Congress has identi-
fied the source of nobney needed to pay
for a six-year, $500 billion surface
transportation | aw

Under orders, NPS gives Point
Reyes oyster farm a chance

Fol | owi ng Congressional direction
the Park Service COctober 22 posted no-
tice that it has begun the process of
review ng an application for renewal of
an oyster farmin Point Reyes Nationa
Seashore.

The Park Service has in the past
opposed extension of the permt because
it said the farm does not conformto
uses allowed in potential wlderness,
al t hough the farm has been in operation
since 1934.

But Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D
Calif.), the influential chair of the
appropriati ons subconmittee that pro-
vides NPS with noney, supports the farm
She inserted in a fiscal year 2010 ap-
propriations law (PL 111-88 of Cct. 30,
2009) a rider giving NPS discretion to
renew the existing permt for 10 years.

Whil e the provision is discretion-
ary, Feinstein has nade it clear the
permt should be issued for another 10
years. And NPS is not likely to anger
t he noney subcomittee boss.
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As Feinstein wote in an op-ed for
the Marin Independent Journal | ast year,
“Gven all of the circunstances, | see
no reason why the Drakes Bay Oyster
Conpany shoul d be put out of business at
this time. Extending the |lease of this
historic oyster farmfor another 10
years is the right thing to do.”

The Drakes Bay Oyster Conpany has
operated an oyster farm and cannery
wi thin Point Reyes for nmore than 60
years, providing 30 jobs to the I oca
econony. The conpany’s permt to oper-
ate within the park is scheduled to
expire on Nov. 30, 2012.

The Poi nt Reyes National Seashore
published in the fall of 2006 a scien-
tific assessnment of the Drakes Estero,
the specific location of the oyster
farm The analysis, Drakes Estero: A
Sheltered wilderness Estuary, descri bed
adverse environnental inpacts fromthe
oyster farm The park argued that the
farm does not conformto uses allowed in
potential wilderness.

But at the request of Feinstein
the National Acadenies of Science con-
ducted a separate scientific analysis.
On May 5, 2009, the acadeny held that in
the NPS study there was “a | ack of evi-
dence that the current |evel of oyster
farm ng has major adverse effects on the
ecosystem of Drakes Estero.”

The acadeny’s National Research
Counci|l said that “in several instances
t he agency sel ectively presented, over-
interpreted, or msrepresented the
avail able scientific information on
potential inmpacts of the oyster maricul -
ture operation. Consequently, Drakes
Estero: A Sheltered Wilderness Estuary
did not present a rigorous and bal anced
synthesis of the mariculture inpacts.
Overall, the report gave an interpreta-
tion of the science that exaggerated the
negative and overl ooked potentially
beneficial effects of the oyster culture
operation.”

Feinstein was reportedly so angry
in the summer of 2009 that she held up
the nomi nation of Jon Jarvis as NPS
di rector because he had supported the
term nation of the oyster farm when he
was Pacific West Region director.

Postscript. |In February long-tinme
Poi nt Reyes Superintendent Don Neubacher
becane superintendent of Yosemte Na-
tional Park.

TIGER stinmulus grants are
awar ded; East Bay Park w ns

The Departnent of Transportation
(DoT) last nonth awarded $600 million in
economi ¢ stinulus transportation grants
for 75 projects, many with substanti al
out door recreation inplications.

Anong the so-called TIGER grants
was a $10.2 million award to the East
Bay Regional Park District in northern
California to fill gaps in a nearly 200-
m | e bi ke and pedestrian network.

Anot her grant of $16 nmillion was
awar ded to downt own New Haven, Conn.
that woul d provide better downtown traf-
fic circulation, including bicycle and
pedestrian enhancenents. A third grant
of $15 million will help Philadel phia
upgrade its Dilworth Plaza, including
the addition of open space.

The TIGER grants, as in Transpor-
tation I nvestnent Generating Economc
Recovery, began in the Cbhanma
adm ni stration’s econom ¢ stinulus |aw
(PL 111-5 of Feb. 17, 2009.) The TIGER
grants focus on major infrastructure
proj ects that can produce jobs.

Under the economic stinmulus law in
2009 the Departnent of Transportation
(DoT) awarded 51 TIGER | grants worth
$1.5 billion. DoT said it had received
1,500 applications for $60 billion worth
of projects. Al grants were awarded
conpetitively.

Because of the progranis popul ar-
ity Congress approved a second phase of
Tiger Il grants for $600 mllion in a
fiscal year 2010 Departnent of Transpor-
tation appropriations bill (PL 111-117

of Dec. 16, 2009.) That produced a
request for 1,000 grants totaling $19
billion. Again, all grants were awarded

conpetitively.

The East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict had to work for its noney. It
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subm tted an application to DoT in Au-

gust that identified seven projects in
the East Bay regi on where closures were
needed in the regional trail system
Segnents are to be built in Al bany,
Ber kel ey, Dublin, Dunbarton, Gakland,
Pl easanton and Union City.

Park District General Manager Pat

O Brien said, “The Park District began
devel opi ng this integrated network of
paved trails in the 1970s, and we’'ve
seen the use of these trails just ex-

pl ode with the popul ation growth over

t he past several decades for both com
nuting and recreational purposes. Wth
this grant, we will be able to expedite
closing critical gaps in the Geen
Transportation network, providing a rea
boon to those who live and work in the

East Bay.”
The total cost of the East Bay
project is estimted at $43.3 million

so the TIGER grant will
one-quarter of it.

pay for about

The park district said the pro-
posal net an inportant “livability”
sel ection criteria. It does that by
providing a commuter alternative to the
265, 000 people who live within one mle
of the project.

A detail ed description of the East
Bay projects is available at http://
www.ebparks.org/ebgti. A press rel ease
announcing the TIGER Il grants is at:
http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2010/
dot18810.html.

USDA backs | daho roadl ess
rul e by opposing enviro suit

The Gbama administration’s filing
last nonth in a lawsuit contesting a
roadl ess rule for national forests in
the State of |daho denobnstrates an ad-
mnistration at odds with its environ-
mentalist allies.

In response to the environnental -
ists’ main contention in the |lawsuit -
that the Forest Service failed to pre-
pare adequate environnmental docunenta-
tion - the admi nistration struck back

The adnministration refuted a com
pl aint that the lIdaho rule would all ow
excessi ve road construction incidenta
to tinmber harvest projects. The Justice
Department argued that the rule would
only allow 1.3 mles of new road, com
pared to one nile under a 2001 Cinton
era roadl ess rule.

Said the administration, “Plain-
tiffs claimthese projections signifi-
cantly under-predict harvest and road
construction within the Backcountry
Restoration and General Forest, Range-
| and, Grassland thenes. |In both cases,
Plaintiffs err.”

Simlarly for phosphate m ning,
the administration said the Forest Ser-
vice need not performa detail ed eval ua-
tion of a proposed project up-front.

“An agency is not required, in a
programmatic EI'S, to formnul ate and adopt
a specific mtigation plan,” said the
adm nistration. “The EIS for the Idaho
Rul e expl ains that any future phosphate
m ning operations will be subject to the
ext ensi ve best managenent practices and
mtigation measures to control sel enium
and nmitigate inpacts on water, soils,
vegetation, wildlife and fisheries.”

The adnministration only indirectly
menti oned recreation, perhaps because
the lawsuit focuses on 400,000 acres of
I and that have little direct inpact on
recreation.

However, the plaintiffs are |ess
than pleased that the Idaho rule allows
road construction on large tracts of
roadl ess national forest, 1.78 mllion
acres by the environmentalists’ telling.

In the core of their lawsuit The
W derness Society, the Geater
Yel | onst one Coal iti on and ot her groups
compl ain that the Idaho rule exposes to

devel opnent 400, 000 acres of roadl ess
forest. The Idaho rule, published on
Cct. 16, 2008, applies to 9.3 million

acres on 10 national forests. The
plaintiffs said the EIS backing the rule
failed to conmply with the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act and the Endangered
Speci es Act, anong ot her | aws.
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But the environnentalists’ great

ally, Secretary of Agriculture Tom
Vil sack, hinself COctober 15 endorsed the
| daho rule.

Just before the federal court
heard argunents from environnentalists
who oppose the Idaho rule, Vilsack went
the other way. “In short, this Admnis-
tration supports the Idaho roadl ess rule
because it provides protections for
roadl ess areas that are in keeping with
the President’s strong commitnent to
roadl ess conservation,” he said.

The judge, B. Lynn Wnnmill in US
District Court in Idaho, reportedly did
not indicate how he was | eaning at the

hearing. He was quoted by the Idaho
Statesman as saying, “l’mnot going to
tip ny hand.”

In a statement Vilsack said that
despite the criticismfromthe two envi -
ronmental groups, nominally allies of
the Qbama administration, the rule “has
support from many diverse interests,

i ncluding the State of |daho, Kootena

Tri bes of I|daho, the Idaho Association
of Counties, |daho Conservation League
and Trout Unlimted, who have joined the

lawsuit as interveners in its defense.”

The conservationi sts who support
the rule, including the Idaho Conserva-
tion League, argue that the protections
the rul e provides outwei gh the possible
danmage to the 400,000 acres.

President Cinton established a
nati onwi de rule in 2001 that barred npbst
new road construction in 58 mllion
acres of roadl ess national forests. The
Bush adm ni stration then nodified the
rule to allow states to apply for cus-
tom zed rules. Idaho was the only state
t hat succeeded in obtaining a rule,
al t hough the State of Col orado did ap-

ply.

The Cbama admi ni stration has not
forged a new roadl ess area rul e because
it is waiting for federal courts to
resol ve conpeting rulings on the |egal-
ity of the Cinton rule. The |lega
situation is up in the air because on
June 16, 2009, U.S. District Court Judge
Clarence Brinmer in Wom ng held the

Clinton rule illegal, but the Ninth U S
Circuit Court of Appeals had earlier
hel d the rule |egal

The ball right nowis in the hands
of the Tenth U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, which is reviewing Brimer’s
deci si on.

Vilsack did say that, despite its
argunents in the Idaho rule lawsuit, the
Clinton rule “has this Adm nistration's
strong support.”

BLM rapi dly knocki ng out
sol ar projects in Southwest

The Bureau of Land Managenent
(BLM signed off on six nmjor solar
power rights-of-way (ROM) in the South-

west |ast nonth, the nost recent for a
Bl yt he Sol ar Power Project in Riverside
County, Calif. It would produce up to

1, 000 negawatts of power.

Five of the six are located in
southern California near the California
Desert where Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D
Calif.) and environnentalists have been
resi sting sone solar devel opnent. But
Fei nstein and nost environnentalists
have accepted the six new projects.

The six projects would produce up
to 2,800 negawatts of renewabl e energy,
or enough to power up to 2 mllion
hones, BLM Director Bob Abbey said.

Interior Ken Sal azar,
who approved the 30-year Bl ythe ROW
said, “The Blythe Solar Power Project is
a major mlestone in our nation's renew
abl e energy econony and shows that the
United States intends to conpete and

|l ead in the technol ogies of the future.”

Secretary of

The | arger OCbana adninistration
renewabl e energy programstill has a way
to go. And nmany obstacles |ie ahead.
BLM has before it nore than 120 applica-
tions for solar ROW on public |ands.

More specifically, BLMis rushing
to approve ei ght nore projects before
the end of the year so that sponsors nay
obtain billions of dollars in econonic
stimulus noney. The Blythe project for
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instance is in line for $1.9 billion in
| oan guarantees fromthe Departnent of
Energy. The eight projects are anong
the 121 ROM that comnpani es applied for
bef ore July 2009.

The approved projects in Southern
California are for an Inperial Valley
Sol ar Project, a Chevron Lucerne Valley
Sol ar Project, an lvanpah Solar Electric
Cenerating System a Calico Sol ar
Project and a Bl ythe Sol ar Power
project. In Nevada BLM has al so ap-
proved a RONfor a Silver State North
pr oj ect .

BLM is processi ng now ROV applica-
tions received before July 2009 on an ad
hoc basis. Al applications received
after that date nmust wait until BLM
conpl etes a programmatic EI'S on sol ar

policy. A draft EISis due out by the
end of the year.
otaining a permt is but the

first step. The new RONpernmittees are
all testing different technol ogi es.

They al so nmust gain approval of separate
ROM for electrical transm ssion |ines
to urban and suburban areas.

Conplicating things Sen. Feinstein
i ntroduced legislation (S 2921) in De-
cenber that would put nore than one
mllion acres of the 11-million acres of
public lands in the California Desert
off limts to solar power devel opnent.

Feinstein, chair of the Senate
subcommittee on Interior appropriations,
is by definition in position to nove her
| egislation as part of a fiscal 2011
Interior and rel ated agenci es appropri a-
tions bill later this year.

Here is a brief
approved projects:

recap of the six

| MPERI AL VALLEY: The ROW approval,
of ficially announced Cctober 13 in the
Federal Register, provides access to
6,360 acres of public land in Inperial
County east of San Diego County. The
proposed plant woul d produce up to 709
nmegawatts of power from sol ar dishes.
The project may be producing electricity
by the end of next year, 2011

CHEVRON LUCERNE: The ROW approval
officially announced Cctober 13, pro-
vi des access to 422 acres of public |and
in San Bernardi no County. The proposed
photovoltaic solar plant in the Southern
California Desert would produce up to 45
megawatts of electricity. The project
may reach production by the end of next
year, 2011.

| VANPAH: The ROW approval, offi-
cially announced Cctober 14, provides
access to 3,471 acres of public land in
San Bernardino County in the Mjave
Desert. The proposed “power tower”
woul d produce up to 370 negawatts of
energy. Final construction is antici-
pated by the end of 2012.

S| LVER STATE NORTH: The ROW ap-
proval, officially announced Cctober 19,
provi des access to 618 acres in Oark
County, Nev. The proposed photovoltaic
panel technol ogy woul d produce up to 50
megawatts of renewabl e energy. No tine
line was detailed for final construc-
tion.

CALI CO The ROW approval, offi-
cially announced Cctober 26, provides
access to 8,320 acres in San Bernardino
County, Calif. The proposed solar re-
ceiver heat exchanger process woul d
produce up to 850 negawatts of renewal
energy. Final construction is antici-
pated in early 2014.

BLYTHE: The ROW approval, offi-
cially announced Cctober 28, will pro-
vi de access to 7,025 acres of public
lands in Riverside County, Calif. The
proposed project would use parabolic
trough technol ogy to produce up to 1,000
megawatts of energy. Final construction
is anticipated within six years

Not es

Monogr aphs may gui de rec agenci es.
The National Recreation and Park Asso-
ciation (NRPA) released five studies
| ast week on cutting edge recreation
policies, such as the link between out-
door activity and health. NRPA says the
studies will help state and | ocal park
and rec agencies establish priorities in
difficult econonic times. “Wth the
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findings in these papers, park and rec-
reation agenci es across our nation now
have the research and associated tools
to strategically devel op prograns and
services to effectively support their
comunities,” said NRPA CEO Bar bara
Tul i pane. The papers, prepared by ex-
perts from | eading universities, in-
cl ude:

1. The Benefits of Physical

Activity Provided by Park

and Recreation Services, by

Ceof frey Godbey and Andrew

Mowen;

2. The Rationale for Recre-

ation Services for Youth: An

Evidence Based Approach, by

Peter Wtt and Linda

Cal dwel | ;

3. Parks and Other Green

Environments: Essential

Components of a Healthy

Human Habitat, by Frances E

(M ng) Kuo;

4. Air Quality Effects of

Urban Trees and Parks, by

David J. Nowak and Gordon M

Hei sl er; and

5. Measuring the Economic

Impact of Park and Recre-

ation Services, by John

Cr onpt on.
At an event announcing the reports
Cronpton, a distinguished professor of
Recreation, Park and Tourism Sci ences at
Texas A&M University, said, “W have
l ong known intuitively the many contri -
buti ons of parks and recreation agen-
cies, but these nonographs give us a
clearer view of the specific benefits
they deliver.” The five nonographs are
avai l abl e at: http://www.nrpa.org/
2010monographs.

FWS begins bat plan. Faced with
an epi dem c of dying bats across the
East from white-nose syndrone, the Fish
and Wldlife Service (FW8) |ast week
proposed a national managenent plan to
develop a strategy to conbat the dis-
ease. After the nanagenent plan is
conpleted FW5 says it will wite an
i mpl enentation plan to identify specific
actions state and federal agencies
shoul d take and the costs. The Forest
Service and Bureau of Land Managenent
(BLM have already cl osed caves across
| arge swaths of the country. On July 27

Forest Service Deputy Rocky Mountain
Regi onal Forester Tony Di xon announced a
tenporary public restrictions on access
to all caves and abandoned mni nes on
Forest Service lands within the five—
state Rockies region. On August 25 BLM
said it had del egated authority to its
state offices to close caves and aban-
doned m nes where necessary. \Wite-nose
syndrone has killed nore than one ml -
lion bats in the Northeast and has
spread to 11 states in the last four
years, said FWs. The plan is available
at http://www. fws.gov/WhiteNoseSyndrome/
Conment by Decenber 26 to
WhiteNoseBats@fws.gov or by mail to: WNS
National Coordinator, New York Field
Office, 3817 Luker Road, Cortland, NY
13045-9348.

CHVers prai se Superior ruling.
O f-hi ghway vehicle (OHV) users are
| auding a federal circuit court decision
of last nmonth that upholds a Superior
Nati onal Forest nmanagenent plan. Envi-
ronnmentalists, including the Sierra
Cl ub, brought the suit in part because
they said the plan inadequately anal yzed
the inpacts of activities in the forest
on the forest’s Boundary Waters Canoe
Wl derness Area. But U S. District
Court Judge Patrick J. Schlitz in the
District of Mnnesota on February 9
uphel d the plan and the Eighth U 'S
Circuit Court of Appeals affirned his
deci sion on Cctober 18. Said Paul
Turcke, an Idaho attorney who repre-
sented OHV groups, including the
Bl ueRi bbon Coalition, “Opinions about
ef fective recreation nanagenent are as
di verse as public lands visitors, and
none of us are entitled to substitute
our vision for the agency’s so |long as
it appropriately considered public input
and rationally interpreted the record
before it.”

More SNPLMA noney al l ocated. Just
intime for the Novenber 2 el ections
Secretary of Interior Ken Sal azar Ccto-
ber 21 announced a | atest round of allo-
cations from an unusual Nevada | ands
law. The allocation this tine was $89.8
mllion that will be used for various
conservation prograns, including $34.7
mllion for Lake Tahoe restoration and
$11.3 million for land acquisition. The
program the Southern Nevada Public Land
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management Act (SNPLMA), has all ocated
nore than $3 billion to key restoration
projects throughout Nevada, including
nore than $350 million for Lake Tahoe
Basin restoration. Congress passed that
act in 1998. The noney is derived from
the sale of public |ands around Las
Vegas, usually to devel opers. Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D Nev.) was
the | ead sponsor of SNPLMA. (Reid sur-
vived a tough reelection battle Novenber
2.) The Cctober 21 distributions repre-
sent the 11th round of allocations under
the program Under SNPLMA 85 percent of
revenues go to conservation projects in
the state, 10 percent to the Southern
Nevada Water Authority and five percent
to a State of Nevada education fund.

The Bush admi nistration tried unsuccess-
fully to divert sonme of the nmoney to the
federal Treasury. The Qoana admi nistra-
tion has not yet tried to divert the
SNPLMA noney, but given the tough eco-
nom c tines.

Mount Stevens in Al aska official
Presi dent Obanma signed into | aw Oct ober
18 legislation (PL 111-284) that desig-
nates a 13,895-foot peak in Denali Na-
tional Park and Preserve as Munt
Stevens in the nane of the late Sen. Ted
Stevens (R-Alaska.) The law al so desig-
nates a Ted Stevens lcefield in the

Chugach National Forest. Stevens's
former coll eague Sen. Lisa Mirkowski (R-
Al aska) introduced the bill. Stevens

di ed August 9 in a plane crash. He
served in the Senate for nore than 40

years, from 1968 until 2009. Rep. Don
Young (R-Al aska) introduced a counter-
part House bill.

Rocky Arsenal becones a refuge
Gbanma admi ni stration officials Cctober
15 marked the end of a 10-year cl eanup
of the old Rocky Mountain Arsenal in
Col orado and the conversion of the site
to a national wildlife refuge. The
Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wldlife
Ref uge contains nore than 15,000 acres
and sits 10 mles northeast of Denver.
The Cctober 15 event coincided with the
formal transfer of the |ast 2,500 acres
of the arsenal fromthe U S Arny to the
Fish and Wldlife Service. The cleanup
of the old chenmical plant cost $2.1
billion, making it one of the largest in
the country.

Conf erence cal endar

NOVEMBER
30-Dec. 4. National League of Cities
annual Congress of Cities in Denver

Contact: National League of Cities,

Conf erence and Sem nar Managenent, 1301
Pennsyl vani a Avenue, N. W, Washington
DC 20004. (202) 626-3105. http://

www. nl c. org.

DECEMBER

6-9. Anerica Qutdoors narketing and
managenent conference in Salt Lake City.
Contact: http://ww. anmeri caout doors. or g/
7-8. \Western CGovernors’ Association

wi nter neeting in Las Vegas. Contact:
Western Governors’ Association, 1515

Cl evel and Pl ace, Suite 200, Denver, CO
80202-5114. (303) 623-9378. http://
WWW. West gov. or g.

JANUARY

6-9. Archaeol ogical Institute of
Aneri ca annual neeting in San Antonio.
Contact: Archaeol ogical Institute of
Anerica, 656 Beacon St., Boston, MA
02215-2006. (617) 353-9361. http://
www. ar chaeol ogi cal . org.

18-20. National Ski Areas Association
western conference in Snowbird, Utah.
Contact: National Ski Areas Association
131 South Van Gordon St., Suite 300,
Lakewood, CO 80228. (303) 987-1111
http://ww. nsaa. org.

19-21. U.S. Conference of Mayors wi nter
meeting in Washington, D.C Contact:

U.S. Conference of Mayors, 1620 | St.

N. W, Fourth Fl oor, Washington, D.C
20006. (202) 293-7330.  http://

WWW. USMRyor s. or g.

20-23. Qutdoor Retailer Wnter Market
in Salt Lake City. Contact: Qutdoor
Retail er, 310 Broadway, Laguna Beach, CA
92651. (949) 376-8155. http://

www. out doorretail er.com

30-Feb. 2. National Association of
Conservation Districts annual neeting in
Nashville, Tenn. Contact: Nationa
Associ ation of Conservation Districts,
509 Capitol Court, N E., Washi ngton

D.C. 20002. (202) 547-6233. http://

www. nacdnet . or g.



